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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
June 16, 2020 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33 PM by Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence in memory of retired city 

employee Clara Donaldson who worked in the City Clerk’s Office for 39 years and just passed 

away.   

 

 Present by video conferencing on ZOOM due to the COVID-19 health crisis: 

Councilmen Williams, Bamonto, Stoyle, Councilwoman Nichols and Councilman-at-Large 

VanDenVouver. 

 

Also present on ZOOM: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Clerk, City 

Assessor Mleczko, City Treasurer Woods, Public Works Director Woodbury, Fiscal Affairs 

Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspectors Christner and Gustafson, Personnel Director 

Hayden, Director of Development Wurster, Fire Chief Edwards and Police Chief Ortolano. 

 

Certification of the Tuesday, June 2, 2020 Common Council Meeting was read by City 

Clerk Ramos.   

 

RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, June 2, 2020 Common Council Meeting 

be dispensed with. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilman Stoyle. 

  

 Carried, all voting aye.              

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

City Clerk Ramos read email submitted for the Privilege of the Floor from Deb 

Rozumalski of 376 Lake Shore Drive East regarding concerns she has on the area around Wright 

Park; parking on the lawn at the end of North Warsaw Street, dumping of wood at east end of 

stadium lot, unkept and abandoned boat storage area, unsafe walkway around Wright Park, 

hazardous trees along creek area, unsafe speeding in area including in the school zones, and lastly 

neglected areas along Route 60 and Main Street.  

 

Councilman Williams advised he has spoken with Ms. Rozumalski about the speed limit 

around the park before, mentioned he has spoken about this in the past, a sit-down meeting needs 

to happen with Police Chief Ortolano, Councilman Stoyle chairman of the Safety Committee and 

himself as chairman of the DPW Committee to discuss reducing the speed limit and proposed 15 

miles per hour, that area is a park and it should have a speed limit there with the school nearby, 

the Little League Field, the stadium, and a playground coming.  

 

Councilman Stoyle advised he would check in with Police Chief Ortolano to schedule a 

meeting. 
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Public Works Director Woodbury advised if any resident sees another person dumping 

trash anywhere in the city to call the police desk so the person can be caught in action and be 

prosecuted, “No Dumping” signs can be put up at Promenschenkel Stadium, and regarding the 

boat situation he and Development Director Wurster can talk with Mr. Pringle about the space 

that is being rented to see if he has abandoned the boats because “I’d be happy to get rid of those 

boats.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised maybe we could set up some of those deer 

hunting cameras out there and we could take the license plates down and see who is dumping 

down there and fine them and arrest them. 

 

Councilman Stoyle advised the Main Street extension has also become a new dumping 

area. 

 

Police Chief Ortolano advised he would send a memo to the officers to set up a radar in 

the Wright Park area, to patrol the Main Street extension area for dumping, will talk with the 

Safety Committee about a speed limit change in the Wright Park area, and will ask Streets 

Supervisor Porpiglia if his crew can put those signs up. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 

 

  Mayor Rosas announced he met with Federal and State representatives at Lake Front 

Boulevard today, FEMA representatives at the Federal will be out to do their inspection on 

Friday, we have the engineers and contractors ready to roll, hopefully FEMA shows up Friday so 

we can start that project next week. Mayor Rosas advised Phase 3 started today, there are new 

updated guidelines for reopening at forward.ny.gov, businesses are aware, the guidelines continue 

to change with each phase, “so I encourage everyone to become familiar with the new 

guidelines.” Mayor Rosas informed Councilman Stoyle current Public Safety Committee 

Chairman and Police Chief Ortolano there is a new order from the governor about Police Reform. 

“I’m looking to sit down with the Public Safety Committee and perhaps I’m looking at bringing 

in some members of our community so we can start that process. We have nine months to 

complete the process and submit our plans.”   

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

Notice of Claim from Rafael Santiago of 10 East Courtney Street for damages to his car’s 

front passenger side rim allegedly caused by a pot hole on Leopard Street between 6th and 7th Street 

on May 28th, 2020 at approximately 10:00 PM. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the Law 

Department and DPW. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to refer. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Prior Written Notice from Sun Ming Wong od 25 Armadillo Street notifying the City of a 

potential threat to health and safety posed by a tree in front of the house in the City right of way. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver made a motion to refer to DPW. 
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Councilman Stoyle made a motion to refer. Seconded by Councilman Williams. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Summons in a Civil Action from Pattie Ann Pusateri, Administrtor for the estate of Gregory 

Lee Gallaway. 

 

Coucilman Stoyle made a motion to refer to the Law Department. Seconded by Councilman 

Williams. 

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

Request from Thomas B. Velk to put his Spanish food stand and Charlie’s Curley Fry stand 

in Memorial Park for the summer of 2020. He is willing to pay a monthly fee to the City for space 

and rent and use of electric and water hook-ups.  

 

Councilman Williams advised it was discussed during workshop that a better alternative 

location would be between Tim Horton’s and the Clarion Hotel, the money is to go to the City not 

the DLDC, payment to go through the City Clerk Office. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the 

appropriate departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions 

and that it be the at alternate location between the Tim Horton’s and the Clarion Hotel. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilman Stoyle.   

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 

Letter from Cynthia Karnes notifying the annual Joe Karnes Memorial Softball tournament 

has been cancelled this year due to health and safety concerns related to the COVID-19 crisis.  

 

Councilman Williams advised this is a good tournament and that it is sad they can’t do it this 

year.  

 

Received and filed. 

 

Letter from City Assessor Mleczko to the council informing them that he turned his 

retirement notice to Mayor Rosas on May 18, 2020 and that he will be in his office until June 30, 

2020.  

 

City Assessor Mleczko advised though his last day in the office is June 30th, his actual last 

day of employment will be July 30, 2020.  

 

Councilman Williams requested City Attorney Morrisroe to explain how the Assessor 

position will be filled so it’s on record. 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised for the Charter for the Code council selects a replacement, 

preferably somebody who has the qualifications and certifications or someone who is provisionally 

set up to take the proper training, then State Law kicks in and a special election be held at some 

point: either this or next year, likely this year subject to the Board of Elections to fill the position.  



 June 16, 2020  191 

 

Councilman Williams advised; doesn’t the Charter say it the appointed term ends the year 

after the original position would have been filled. There is no mention of a special election. 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised when the charter is silent, State Law kicks in that that 

would fall under Public Officer Law and that he would look it up. 

 

Loudspeaker application request from Amanda DeGolier of 99 Ounce Street and neighbors 

to use standard PA and amps in their yards on July 2, 2020 from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM for a private 

band.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver asked City Clerk Ramos to call the roll. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised, “that’s also a motion to refer for usual 

conditions.”  

 

Loudspeaker application request from Henry Hooten Sr. of 212 Webster Street to use 

DVD’s and live bands on July 3, 2020 from 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM for a retirement / birthday party. 

 

Councilman Williams advised this is an event Mr. Hooten does every year, but this year he’s 

adding the retirement, and it’s always a good event. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver agreed with Councilman Williams, advised Mr. 

Hooten is a great guy, wished Mr. Hooten the best, and advised a motion was needed to refer to the 

appropriate departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Loudspeaker application request from Frank Beach to use amps and speakers on July 4, 

2020 (alternate date July 5, 2020) from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM for band practice at 11 Lake Front 

Boulevard.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised people will be curious and requested that people to be 

courteous of the side streets and take up parking from the side streets. 

 

Police Chief Ortolano advised he believes everything will be fine as long as people park 

along the rail sides in case any emergency vehicles pass by and advised he’s sure people will get to 

listen to good music.  

    

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to refer to the 

appropriate departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions. 

 

Councilman Williams made a motion to approve. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols.  

 

Carried, all voting aye. 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

Councilman Williams advised he was going to speak about Wright Park before Ms. 

Rozumalski brought it up during the Privilege of the Floor, the cars are parking on the grass all 

over the park and there is ample parking lots there, whatever we can do to make that stop 

happening would be great, the Main Street Beach area and the South side behind the High Rise 

are a mess and need cleaning up, the berm needs some of the overgrowth cut down, it’s an 

eyesore to the people who stay at the Clarion, the fields are in the same condition and teams / 

travel leagues are looking at having their tournaments again, the City School district has 

equipment can till that up and make it look good if we used the shared services. Councilman 

Williams inquired from Public Works Director if the city was going to clear the overgrowth of 

weeds along the Main Street Extension and suggested that would make it more difficult for 

people to hide trash in there. 

 

Councilman Bamonto advised Councilman Stoyle and Councilman-at-Large 

VanDenvouver spoke about the park and club tournament, got ahold of someone from the high 

school and the school said they would love the shared services with us, we’re going to get one of 

our men down there to help out and get that started as early as Friday.  

 

Public Works Director Woodbury advised this morning we had heavy equipment on the 

beaches, the Mayor has requested it be done by the 28th, we hope to meet that schedule, Jim 

Gainey from our Parks division did a nice job scraping the sand off the road and grooming the 

beach at the Main Street location, the west side is part of the NYS Park system, I’ll reach out to 

them to see if they can start trimming some of that stuff now that the NYS Parks system is 

rehiring and getting their people going, we can help them as well, that area collects things 

naturally in the stagnant marina area so it takes some work. Public Works Director Woodbury 

advised we will use people to make the softball fields look good, they don’t look that bad, they 

have had a little bit of grooming in anticipation of this opening, the parking on the grass is 

something with can address with DPW signage and the Police Department, we think the garbage 

on Main Street is somebody taking advantage from out of town, we could clear the area to make 

it look more visible, if anybody sees another dumping let’s try and catch them in real time, 

wherever we can  let’s put camera’s up, we may be able to reach the Main Street area with a 

telephoto lens camera at the pump station, we want to use modern technology to monitor more 

areas using modern technology to get the license plates. 

 

Councilman Williams advised the council has been  told by City Attorney Morrisroe that 

they are overstepping their authority and not doing things the way they should and advised in 

Article 6 of the City Charter the Department of Law under G it seems to say if your going to be 

doing anything with personnel or adding a new position it’s as authorized by council and asked 

where the resolution is that creates a paralegal position in the Law Department,  

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised in answer to the earlier question regarding a position in 

vacancy the Charter says, if “I’m reading that correctly that means the interim fills in until the 

election cycle of 2020.” As for the paralegal, it doesn’t say there exactly in the Charter that it 

needs resolution, it just says council authorization. Council was made aware that we were 

creating that position, we had those conferences now almost three years ago and the position was 

approved by council in the budget appropriations.  

 

Councilman Williams asked why everything else is authorized by council, conversation 

and email doesn’t constitute how we are paying somebody to be a paralegal, it hasn’t passed a 
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resolution. Council never approve that position, doesn’t know how much that person is being 

paid, doesn’t know any benefits that’s going on. If there isn’t a resolution, we’ll gladly make one. 

 

Mayor Rosas advised, “I’m not sure why he’s bringing all this stuff up that he was a part 

of. The budget was approved with this person in there for two years in a row, which he voted yes  

for those budgets. So, for him to claim now that he was unaware of this is ludicrous.” I do not 

know why he is bringing this up. 

 

Councilman Williams advised, “I never said I was unaware of this. With COVID I have 

had a lot of time to read through the Code and Charter and a lot of times we are being told that we 

are overstepping, yet things seem to happen that other people are doing without getting the 

authorization, authorization is a resolution and a resolution is what we should be doing.”- 

 

Mayor Rosas advised, “You should have asked for a resolution three years ago when the 

position was created.”  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “Mayor do not do that again or I’ll ask 

you to leave.” 

 

Mayor Rosas advised, “That’s OK if you don’t want me to be a part of it.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised, “See you later.” “Council this is a council 

meeting we’re going to continue as a council. Richard are you done answering Councilman 

Williams?” 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised there is a difference between what I was telling you 

about difference between legislative branch duties and executive duties and a procedural issue. 

This is a procedural issue and I’d be happy to do a resolution if you’d like to sponsor. I need a 

second and we can put that in the next cycle. 

 

Councilman Williams advised, “That’s what I was kind of getting at…” so part of that 

resolution I would want that position to be part of 912. 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised, “That’s not up for negotiation*******.” 

 

Councilman Williams advised, “Then stop the position because I don’t know why we’re 

paying it.” And the idea of saying that it’s when you vote on a budget, a budget is a line that you 

want to put money into so that you’re ready and you can spend it the next year.” We shouldn’t be 

doing it that way. That’s why I bring up transparency. I’ve been against the idea of giving raises 

and positions through the budget process, we need to do this by resolution from now on to be 

more transparent. 

 

Councilman Bamonto advised he remembers being at those budget meetings and 

remembers for that position to be funded, for the benefits and the package and the salary that is 

public knowledge if anybody wants it.  

 

Councilman Williams inquired, “How, through See Through New York?” We don’t have 

anything on paper that says what she is getting paid. Where’s the contract? 
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Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver requested City Attorney Morrisroe get Councilman 

Williams the information he’s asking for and advised this could be discussed after the council 

meeting. 

 

Councilman Bamonto advised their would be a Finance Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 

June 30, 2020 at 2:00 PM in the Mayor’s Conference Room, congratulated the three Dunkirk 

High School ladies who organized the march two Saturday’s ago, is very proud of them for what 

they did, thanked Mayor Rosas and Police Chief Ortolano for helping them organize the event. It 

was a good quiet organized event. Councilman Bamonto also announced there was a food drive at 

the Dunkirk High School for needy families in the community this, it went well, and lastly 

advised the touch on the ball fields, everyone seems to want this tournament to happen, with lots 

of talks there will be some shared services to get the fields ready to make this happen, we have a 

month to make this happen,  two weeks into Phase 4 by the time it happens. 

 

Councilman Stoyle inquired of Police Chief Ortolano if he could start ticketing people 

now for parking on the grass at the park,  

 

Police Chief Ortolano suggested putting general sign at the entrance of each park and 

then start ticketing.        

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised to Public Works Director that the lights under the 

overpass on Roberts Road, on the west side of Central Avenue and on the east side of Swan Street 

are still out, thanked the staff in the Building and Zoning Department for handling all the tall 

grass concerns she turned over to them, reported she received an email from a resident concerned 

that no one has worked on Washington Playground and compared how the playgrounds and tall 

grass from public housing is being kept.  

     

 City Attorney Morrisroe advised Public Housing and STEL housing have their own 

contractors and staff to do the grass cutting and that more staff is on its way for our Parks 

Department, regular positions as well as seasonal. 

 

 Councilwoman Nichols inquired what’s happened with the money from the canceled 4th 

of July festivities, advised Festivals and Special Events Director Rosas who has been out of work 

from home since March was seen mowing his own lawn, why hasn’t he been put to work at the 

gate at Lucas Avenue since they are short staff and asked why the overtime report listed that  

Festivals and Special Events Director Rosas as ting in for two hours of overtime since he’s not 

working.    

 

 Mayor Rosas advised the money is still in there, we don’t expect to be using it, but we 

will probably be using it at the end of the year to make up for funds that we’re not going to be 

receiving this year and Festivals and Special Events Director Rosas was following union contract, 

if he is doing something outside his normal business hours of work then he is allowed to cash in 

for overtime. Just like all the other members of AFSCME Local 912. “I just had a discussion 

today with the union president for the local 912 and as of today we are going to be pulling some 

of the folks that have been working from home to work in other areas. There is a process to be 

followed according to union contract. I believe seniority would be a part of that.” Festivals and 

Special Events Director is a long-standing member of the union and he will be put to work if it’s 

in the city’s best interest. Again, following the union contract. 
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 Councilwoman Nichols advised city residents want to get rid of their brush now and not 

wait until July for the next brush pickup, but you don’t need to pull someone from Public Works 

Directors Office to work the gate when we have someone else that can work. 

 

 Councilman Bamonto advised Festivals and Special Events Director Rosas has been with 

the city for probably 35 years, since he is in this home situation, you’d have to go all the way 

down that seniority list before you get to him ****to call them people back by seniority union 

contract. 

 

  Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised what Councilwoman Nichols is trying to 

get to is why couldn’t Festivals and Special Events Director Rosas adjust his schedule instead of 

pounding the city tax payers for overtime when he’s not showing up for work and all the festivals 

are canceled this year. 

 

 Mayor Rosas: “So all the festivals **.” 

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver: “I just want to mention one thing, okay. Listen this 

is the first time I’m going to say this. This is a council meeting. I don’t care if your out of order, if 

you’re the mayor, a council, a department head or a citizen. I will ask you to sit down. I would 

ask you to leave. So, you will not interrupt me ever again. Let’s get that clear. We got a year and 

a half to go and I’m going to set that process right now. It will not happen again. All right. So*.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Mr. Chairman?” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “No. I’m done. I’m done. I’m done Mayor. Miss. 

I’m done.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Well you’ve lied to the public because festivals have not been canceled. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “I’m moving on. This is not your meeting.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Let’s tell the public the truth. Let’s inform them with the truth.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “It is the truth Mayor. Deal with it. Even with 

your family members. Deal with it.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Festivals have not been canceled the whole season.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “So what has he been doing? What has he been 

doing since January? Nothing. Zero.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Listen, you don’t like him. You have a personal vendetta.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “I don’t have a problem, but I have a problem 

with people that are stealing from the tax payers money. That’s right, that’s right, that’s my 

problem.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “*next time* why don’t you have him arrested.” 

 

Councilman -at-Large VanDenVouver: “My problem is to be watchdog for the taxpayers 

of the City of Dunkirk. That is our job Mayor.” 
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Mayor Rosas: “Well you’re not doing a good job.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “I think I am. We’ll see. We’ll see in three more 

years how tough you are. 

 

Mayor Rosas: “No, we’ll see how tough you are.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “Yeah, I know how tough I am, believe me.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: No, you don’t.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: Yeah, believe me. You’re a weak person. And 

you’ll always will be. You always have and you always will be.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Let’s try***.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “So, we’re going to go with this. So, while we’re 

on the subject of the last or two weeks ago when I asked you, we were on a hiring freeze because 

of the COVID-19. You went out and hired your cousin, Raymond Rosas, for the City Clerk’s job. 

So, that’s another thing that everybody wants to know about.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Sure, I’d be more than happy to answer that question. The answer is that 

Roger Hayden is there and he can tell you we look for the best qualified candidate and we found 

him. His last name happens to Rosas. Do you not hire the best qualified candidate because his last 

name is Rosas? No. It was in the best interest to hire him and that’s a decision that we made.  

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “How many applications did you get received for 

that job?” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Ten.” 

 

Councilman Stoyle: “I want to see them all tomorrow when I come to City Hall.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “I want to see them.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “You’re more than welcomed to see them.” 

 

Councilman Stoyle: “And we’re in a state of emergency.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “The hiring, that position, needs to be filled. “It’s a local union job.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “Well so are the other ones over Department of 

Public Works and Street. They needed to be filled two years ago.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Well, like you said, we’re dealing with. You asked me a question, I gave 

you the answer.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver: “Okay we’re going to move on. I’ll ask Roger and 

we’ll get the applications because I’m going to FOIL this and make sure it’s a true transfer over 

from where he’s coming from it’s legal.” 
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Mayor Rosas: “You don’t have to FOIL this; you can get it.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “I won’t. And the other thing is, I want to ask real 

quick is, “Why is the City Clerk’s Office sending people to the Town of Dunkirk for marriage 

licenses?” Richard can you answer that?” 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe: “I’m sorry?” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “I don’t believe that’s true.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “Why is everybody going to the City Clerk’s 

Office and they’re sending them out to the town of Dunkirk for marriage licenses because they 

say they don’t know how to do it. Is that true or not?” 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe: “I have no idea. I have not heard that at all.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “The City Clerk is part of this meeting. Why don’t we ask him?” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver: “I didn’t ask you! I didn’t ask you Mayor!” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “Well your asking the City Attorney about something that doesn’t happen 

in his department.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver: “Because he knows. He’s the attorney, so I’m 

asking him.” 

 

Mayor Rosas: “He wouldn’t know. It’s not his department.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver: “Yeah, Mayor. I’m done. I’m going to ask you to 

leave now. All right. You can sign off the meeting. I’m done with you today. I’m done. Rich, so 

we’re moving on to Edwin. Edwin is that a true rumor that you guys are doing that?” 

 

City Clerk Ramos: “If they come in and we set up an appointment and they are not happy 

with their date then they will find somewhere else. They can go to Fredonia, they can go to 

Pomfret, they can go to Sheridan, there are several places that they can go. We don’t tell them to 

go anywhere else and we service them, our clients, our customers, our citizens as best we can. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver: “So you’re not denying anybody for their 

marriage license?” 

 

City Clerk Ramos: “Absolutely not.” 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver inquired from Development Director Wurster if 

anyone from the Mayor’s Office or Public Works Director Office has asked her as a department 

head and as the supervisor to Festivals and Special Events Director Rosas, to move Festivals and 

Special Events Director Rosas to “…help out, all hands on deck for Parks and Lucas Avenue?” 

and inquired if the couple individuals who have bought many vacant buildings in town are 

planning to do anything for the downtown businesses because, “It seems like nothing is being 

done with these buildings.”; and lastly requested we keep putting pressure on so they sell the 

buildings.  
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Development Director Wurster advised in regards to moving Festivals and Special Events 

Director Rosas to Parks or Lucas Avenue, “No, I haven’t been asked.”; and in regards to the 

empty buildings, Development Director Wurster advised the owners are working on selling a 

couple, the City bought the Stearns Building, they are working on a deal with hopefully Central 

Station, they are trying to sell them, we are working with them to help find them some people 

interested in buying and will keep the pressure up for them to sell. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised he has received many complaints regarding 

fireworks, thanked the Police Department for their work on ticketing for loud car music and car 

mufflers, requested they keep it up and that Chief Ortolano bring up the loud car music and 

mufflers again at tomorrow’s radio appearance. 

 

Chief Ortolano advised the police department has been getting a lot of complaints on 

fireworks, is putting out a media release this week, requested that people call in fireworks activity 

as it’s happening so a police car can be sent to shut it down, that he will be putting out a summer 

press release on the loud music and mufflers and will speak about it again on the radio, the police 

department will continue ticketing for this issue and hopefully the judge can have a conversation 

with those who are ticketed that this is unacceptable.    

 

Councilman-at Large VanDenVouver advised people are asking why the gates aren’t 

open like they use to, understands with more help coming maybe we can adjust the schedule, 

inquired if through shared services there was any way we could get the miles per hour digital read 

out that shows how fast people are going on Main Street and Grant and Central Avenue and other 

places that are a problem  

 

Public Works Director Woodbury advised we are having growing pains, it has taken 

some time to learn how to work the gates best, it’s the first time we are monitoring it, but if we 

don’t it will be a disaster, we now have a monitor there before we open the gate, part of the 

problem is we’re experiencing the short staff issue due to COVID situation, but we’ve added 

some people, we are going to have longer hours, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM during the week and 9:00 

AM to 5:00 PM on Saturdays. The problems we were having is when someone calls in sick, that 

messes up the schedule, and then we have to scramble to get someone there. DPW Director 

Woodbury thanked the other divisions that have helped get someone there. The Parks division has 

added two people, they are doing an excellent job. DPW Director advised he would speak with 

Supervisor John Walker in Sheridan for the miles per hour digital read out and will position 

around the city since it is portable. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised Building & Zoning Inspector Gustafson 

that he spoke to a person at 69 West Green Street, they have a couple of dumpsters there, they are 

making progress, he has pictures of the place and will forward them to Building & Zoning 

Inspector Gustafson and advised Building & Zoning Inspector Christner that he would contact 

him tomorrow for a report on the four houses on Central Avenue, 821, 812, 801, and 831.  

 

Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson advised he’s been to the house, they use to 

have cars in the yard, they are doing a good job cleaning up and heading in the right direction 

getting it cleaned up. 

 

Councilman-at-Large VanDenvouver advised Fire Chief Edwards it was a good report 

the chief turned in and was surprised to see 90% of the calls the Fire Department receives are 

EMS calls, advised he helped out at the food drive Councilman Bamonto mentioned earlier for 

the Food Bank of Western NY, lots of people came out and gave, it was good to see people 



 June 16, 2020  199 

helping and giving what they could in these hard times and lastly Councilman-at-Large 

VanDenVouver advised this council is trying to do the best it can, we are making moves and the 

moves are not always going to be popular, but I said that back in January, we’ve had to fire some 

people and there’s more people we need to fire whether you like it or not.  

 

Fire Chief Edwards advised the calls went down during the beginning of the COVID-19 

crisis, but in the last month the calls have gone up and last week one night they had five EMS 

calls, a couple of false alarm activations, a brush fire, a residence full of natural gas, so a bunch of 

Kudo’s to that bunch who were working that night, they did a great job. 

 

 Councilman Stoyle thanked Personnel Administrator Hayden for the wonderful job he is 

doing with a stressful job and thanked retiring City Assessor Mleczko for having been an asset to 

the city. 

 

 Councilwoman Nichols thanked Animal Control Officer Denise Zentz for wonderful 

reports she turns into the council. She is doing a superb job.  

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised ACO Zentz is showing us accountability 

which is huge for this council. It’s appreciated. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

 None 

 

PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 
RESOLUTION #72-2020 

June 16, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO & NICHOLS 

 

AUTHORIZING CONTRACT WITH NYS DEC FOR 

2019-2020 ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM FUNDING 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk has identified a large parcel that formerly was 

the home of a Niagara Motors factory on Route 60 for redevelopment and 

brownfield restoration; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City submitted an Application requesting that the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation undertake the development and 

implementation of an environmental restoration remediation project, the purpose 

and scope of which is set forth in the Record of Decision (“ROD”) provided in the 

attachment; and 

 
WHEREAS, Article 56 of the NYS Environmental Conservation Law 

authorizes State assistance to municipalities for environmental 
restoration projects by means of a contract and the Municipality deems it 
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to be in the public interest and benefit under this law to enter into a 
contract therewith; and  

 

WHEREAS, the enacted Executive Budget for State Fiscal Year 2019-

2020 as reflected in Chapter 54 of the Laws of 2013 as amended by 

Chapter 55, Section 1, of the Laws of 2016 (“The Law") provided 2019 

Environmental Restoration Program funding for services, expenses, and 

indirect costs related to various environmental projects including, but 

not limited to, environmental restoration projects. The Law allows the 

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to enter into 

agreements with municipalities to undertake environmental restoration 

projects on behalf of a municipality upon request, provided that the 

municipality shall provide at least ten percent (10%) of the total project 

costs (hereinafter referred to as "2019 ERP"); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Planning and Development is securing 

this 10% through National Grid’s Brownfield Redevelopment Assistance 

Program, so that the municipal share of clean-up costs will not come 

from either the City general fund nor its Community Development Block 

Grant allocation; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that this Common Council authorize Wilfred Rosas, Mayor of 

the City of Dunkirk, to sign the contract with the DEC Environmental 

Restoration Program on behalf of the City, and: 

 

1. That is the representative authorized to act in behalf of the Municipality 

in all matters related to State assistance under ECL Article 56, Title 5.  

 

2. That the Municipality agrees that it will fund its portion of the cost of 

the Project by reimbursing the Department at least ten percent (10%) 

of Project costs and those funds will be available to reimburse the 

Department within ninety (90) days after receipt of an invoice from the 

Department. 

 

3.  That one (1) certified copy of this Authorization be prepared and sent to 

the Albany office of the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation. 

 
4. That this Authorization takes effect immediately. 

 

 

 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 
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RESOLUTION #73-2020 

JUNE 16, 2020 

 

BY COUNCILMEMBERS WILLIAMS AND NICHOLS: 

 

ACCEPTING ELECTRICAL CONTRACT FOR MAIN STREET THIRD WARD PUMP 

STATION REPAIRS AND UPGRADES UNDER THE 2009 CONSENT ORDER 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk in 2009 entered into a Consent Order with 

the Chautauqua County Department of Health (CCDOH) to address certain 

inadequacies related to the City’s water treatment plant and water distribution 

system, and the closing items of the Consent Order are now ready to address 

according to the schedule dictated by CCDOH; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by notification letter to Mayor Wilfred Rosas, the City of 

Dunkirk’s application for final phases of funding was granted by Governor Cuomo 

through the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) in the 

amount of $2 million of grant funds and $7 million in low-interest loan funds for 

these final phases of reconstruction of and construction of improvements to the 

City’s water system pursuant to such Consent Order; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mayor Wilfred Rosas subsequently negotiated on behalf of the 

City of Dunkirk for an approved increase of the grant portion of these EFC funds 

to be $3 million; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Main Street Third Ward Pump Station electrical system 

improvements, including a new natural gas emergency generator for the pump 

station, remain a priority on this funding and Consent Order list; and 

 

 WHEREAS, following public advertisement, two sealed bids were received 

and opened on June 10, 2020, for this required work – in the amounts including 

the alternate addition to repair the pump station grounds and driveway for total 

bids of $322,850 and $382,100 – and that the low bid of $322,850 by BECC Electric 

of 69 Orchard Street Fredonia, New York 14063 is below the engineering estimate 

of approximately $400,000, and said bid has been deemed responsible by the DPW 

Director and by the City’s Consulting Engineer, who both recommend quickly 

accepting this bid so the work can be done during Summer and Fall weather to 

not delay the City water system being best reliable to supply the Third Ward, as 

well as for pending expansion of sales to the North County Water District, and 

said contract acceptance being subject to the contractor meeting all requirements 

of the EFC funding process; now therefore, 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to 

execute a contract for the Main Street Third Ward Pump Station electrical system 

improvements at the low bid price of $322,850 with BECC Electric, but subject to 
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the contractor first supplying all necessary approvals from EFC to meet the EFC 

funding requirements for this work, and that payment for such work will be from 

the Consent Order Phase 3 portion of City Fund 15. 

 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #74-2020 

June 16, 2020 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS & WILLIAMS 

 

AUTHORIZING CONVEYANCE OF DUNKIRK CITY-OWNED VACANT LOT & 

PAPER STREET PARCELS TO ADJOINING RESIDENTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk (“Dunkirk”), by Resolution No. 41-

2018 (April 3, 2018), created a local law allowing direct sale of city-owned 

real estate to interested buyers upon approval of the necessary Dunkirk 

departments, including unopened and unpaved paper streets; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s various departments, including the Assessor’s 

Office, the Law Department, the Department of Public Works and the 

Department of Planning & Development, have reviewed the proposed 

parcel conveyances and have determined the parcels too small and too 

restricted to be reserved for future development; and 

 

WHEREAS, one city resident, Gilberto Rosas, has asked to purchase 

the vacant city-owned parcel at 107 Franklin, adjacent to his home at 105 

Franklin; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works and the DPW Committee 

recommend that the southwesterly dead-end of unopened Benton Street, 

that is in no way to be maintained by the City for public use and is better 

to be used privately, and that these recommended conveyances and this 

resolution will thereby and hereby memorialize such privatization, be 

conveyed to the three adjacent residents thus: 

 
• Kevin Tramuto & Pamela Jesse, owners of 251 Maple Avenue, be 

conveyed the northwesterly 22 feet of unopened Benton Street 

(mapped 66 feet wide) between the southwesterly line of Maple 

Avenue and the southerly line of the City of Dunkirk, but also 

allowing conveyance of the full 33-foot northwesterly one-half of 

this portion of unopened Benton Street if the owners of 255 Maple 
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Avenue prefer to negotiate an easement for their private existing 

ingress and egress driveway rather than a conveyance of 22 feet 

thus: 

 

• Mary E. Jakubowski, owner of 255 Maple Avenue, be conveyed the 

middle 22 feet of unopened Benton Street (mapped 66 feet wide) 

between the southwesterly line of Maple Avenue and the southerly 

line of the City of Dunkirk. 

  

• Thomas & Joanne Crane, owners of 253 Maple Avenue, be conveyed 

the southeasterly 22 feet of unopened Benton Street (mapped 66 

feet wide) between the southwesterly line of Maple Avenue and the 

southerly line of the City of Dunkirk, but also allowing conveyance 

of the full 33-foot southeasterly one-half of this portion of unopened 

Benton Street if the owner of 255 Maple Avenue prefer to negotiate 

an easement for their private existing ingress and egress driveway 

rather than the above-described conveyance of 22 feet. 

 

WHEREAS, the City will retain access easements in said parcels for 

public utility and infrastructure access if required for City public (non-

private) use; now therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to 

execute any and all documents necessary to sell said parcels to the 

aforementioned residents at a price of $50.00 for each parcel, along with 

the cost of Chautauqua County Clerk’s Office filing fees of approximately 

$320.00 to be borne by the purchasers. 

 

 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 
RESOLUTION #75-2020 

June 16, 2020 

 

BY:  COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS, STOYLE & WILLIAMS 

 

INTRO NO. 6 TO LOCAL LAW NO. 6-2020 

CITY OF DUNKIRK 

 

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND CITY CODE – 

CHAPTER 56, SECTIONS 2040, 2060, 3010, & 3030   
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WHEREAS, in order to combat the many code violations around the 

City of Dunkirk raising the fees associated with violations has become 

necessary; now, therefore, be it 

 

ENACTED by the Common Council of the City of Dunkirk, New York, 

as follows: 

  

CHANGE 

Duties and Powers of the Housing, Building and Zoning Officer 

§ 56-2040 7e    The fine for subsections 1 - 7 shall be 

Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00).  The fine for 

subsection 8 shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00).  Each 

individual cited shall have fourteen (14) business 

days from the issuance of the citation to pay the 

indicated fine to the City Clerk of the City of 

Dunkirk.  Any fines not paid within fourteen (14) 

business days shall be subject to a late fee of 

Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per violation 

TO 

 

§ 56-2040 7e   The fine for subsections 1 – 8 shall be One 

Hundred Dollars ($100.00). Each individual cited 

shall have fourteen (14) business days from the 

issuance of the citation to pay the indicated fine 

to the City Clerk of the City of Dunkirk.  Any fines 

not paid within fourteen (14) business days shall 

be subject to a late fee of Twenty Dollars ($20.00) 

per violation. 

 

CHANGE 

Violations 

§ 56-2060 2e (3) Violations of this Chapter shall be punishable by any of 

the following, or combination thereof: 

     

a) Imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) 

days; 

 

b) A fine of not more than One Thousand 

Dollars ($1,000.00); 
 

c) A conditional discharge; 
 

    d) An unconditional discharge. 
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TO 

 

§ 56-2060 2e (3) Violations of this Chapter shall be punishable by any of 

the following, or combination thereof: 

     

a) Imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) 

days; 

 

b) A fine of at least Two Hundred Dollars 

($200) and not more than Two Thousand 

Dollars ($2,000.00); 
 

c) A conditional discharge; 
 

    d) An unconditional discharge. 

 

 

CHANGE 

General 

§ 56-3010 (1)   The provisions of this Article shall govern 

the minimum conditions and the responsibilities 

of persons for maintenance of structures, 

equipment and exterior property.  The owner of 

the premises shall maintain the structures and 

exterior property in compliance with these 

requirements, except as otherwise provided in 

this law.  A person shall not occupy as owner-

occupancy or permit another person to occupy 

premises which do not comply with the 

requirements of this law.  Owners who reside 

outside Chautauqua County shall be required to 

designate in writing an agent within Chautauqua 

County who is authorized to accept service on the 

owner's behalf of all notices, orders and 

appearance tickets relevant to the property.  Such 

designation shall be filed with the Housing, 

Building and Zoning Officer within one (1) month 

of the filing of this Law or the purchase of the 

property by the owner. 

TO 
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§ 56-3010 (1)   The provisions of this Article shall govern 

the minimum conditions and the responsibilities 

of persons for maintenance of structures, 

equipment and exterior property.  The owner of 

the premises shall maintain the structures and 

exterior property in compliance with these 

requirements, except as otherwise provided in 

this law.  A person shall not occupy as owner-

occupancy or permit another person to occupy 

premises which do not comply with the 

requirements of this law.  Owners who reside 

outside Chautauqua County shall be required to 

designate in writing an agent within Chautauqua 

County who is authorized to accept service on the 

owner's behalf of all notices, orders and 

appearance tickets relevant to the property.  Such 

designation shall be filed with the Housing, 

Building and Zoning Officer within one (1) month 

of the filing of this Law or the purchase of the 

property by the owner. Failure to file such 

designation with the Housing, Building and 

Zoning Officer within the prescribed time period 

shall be subject to a fine of at least Two Hundred 

Dollars ($200) and not more than Two Thousand 

Dollars ($2,000). 

 
CHANGE 

Exterior Site Conditions 

§ 56-3030 1c (7)  If the owner so notified does not abate the 

nuisance within seven (7) days the Building 

Inspector shall order the removal of such 

nuisance and shall cause removal either by 

private contractor or the City of Dunkirk.  All costs 

and expenses incurred by the City of Dunkirk in 

connection with said removal shall be assessed 

against the land and, if unpaid for thirty (30) days 

after billing, shall become a lien on the real 

property, and the City Treasurer shall be directed 

to file same as a special assessment to be levied, 

collected and enforced in the same manner, by 

the same proceedings and with the same 

penalties and having the same lien upon the 

property as special assessments and taxes. 
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TO 

 

§ 56-3030 1c (7)  If the owner so notified does not abate the 

nuisance within seven (7) days the Building 

Inspector shall order the removal of such 

nuisance and shall cause removal either by 

private contractor or the City of Dunkirk.  All costs 

and expenses incurred by the City of Dunkirk in 

connection with said removal shall be assessed 

against the land and, if unpaid for thirty (30) days 

after billing, shall become a lien on the real 

property, and the City Treasurer shall be directed 

to file same as a special assessment to be levied, 

collected and enforced in the same manner, by 

the same proceedings and with the same 

penalties and having the same lien upon the 

property as special assessments and taxes. An 

administrative fee of One Hundred ($100) shall 

also be assessed for each incident where said 

removal is initiated by the Housing, Building and 

Zoning Office. 

 

 

Effective Date. 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the 

Secretary of State, after the necessary public hearing is held at the next 

regularly scheduled Common Council meeting and after a majority vote in 

favor by the Common Council after said public hearing, and upon 

registration with the New York State Department of State if passed. 

 

 

 

6/16/20:     Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised a motion was needed to Table 

Resolution #75-2020 for a public hearing to be held on July 7, 2020 at 5:20 PM. 

 

 Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to Table. Seconded by Councilman 

Williams.  

 

 Carried, all voting aye to TABLE Resolution #75-2020 for a Public Hearing to be 

held on July 7, 2020 at 5:20 PM. 
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City Clerk Ramos advised there is a Communication from the Public submitted for an 

event that will occur before the next council meeting and read the request: 

 

 Request from the Juneteenth Celebration Committee to use Memorial Park to hold a rally 

on Friday, June 19, 2020 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM in observance of the African American 

Emancipation Day which began in 1865. There will be presentations from various speakers on the 

importance of Juneteenth. Social distancing will be observed in light of COVID-19 and masks 

will be available for anyone who does not have one.    

 

 Councilman Williams advised the Juneteenth Committee usually has a weekend long 

event held annually at Memorial Park, however, due to the COVID-19 they cancelled the event 

this year and now that things are opening up again, they are going to be doing a one-day two-hour 

rally instead.  

 

 Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver advised the memo about this event came today and 

council has to make a decision by Friday, in fairness to the department heads and council they 

need more notice and would like to go back to the old process where the request is submitted at 

least 30 days in advance.  

 

 Councilman Williams made a motion to approve the request. Seconded by Councilman 

Bamonto. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye.    

 
NEW BUSINESS:   

 

None.   

  

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilman Williams moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 6:58 PM                                                   Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


